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Objective To be employed by an innovative school system, on the cutting edge of curriculum and   
  technology, interested in providing a challenging and positive education to all students. 
 
Professional Lincoln County Schools, ’15- Present 
Experiences Increase Reading scores on Milestones by 12 points 
  Increased Graduation Rate by 12.70 percent 

Reached financial goals of + 20% in reserve in 3 years 
GSSA Mentor for 3 current Superintendents 
GSSA Board of Directors 

  President’s Award from GSSA 2023 
Annual Comprehensive Needs Assessment with Community 
Community Partnerships Board  

  Earned over 3 million dollars in grants 
  Created Mental Health Counseling center  
  Established Dual Enrollment  
  Created Prime Time afterschool program 

HVAC contract for $800,000 in High School 
Flooring Contract for $550,000 for entire Elementary School 

 
Sherrard Community Unit School District #200, ’14- ‘15 

  Superintendent of Schools 
  Math Night for parents 

Negotiated Union Contract for Teachers and Non-Certificated employees 
Created Drivers’ Education Program  

 
Illini Bluffs Community Unit School District #327, ’08- ‘14 

  Superintendent of Schools 
  Bright Star Award of Excellence 2010 & 2012 
  Purchased Smart Boards for every classroom in the district 
  Established AIMS Web as a data solution for RTI 
  Reduced student special education referrals by 45% 
  Increase reserve fund balance by 3.3 million 
  Establish Strategic Planning Committee involving community members 
   
  Elbert County Public Schools, ’05- ‘08 
  Superintendent of Schools 
  Created a Vision, Mission, and 5 years System Improvement Plan 
  Elbert County Model of Community and School Improvement 
  Increase Graduation Rate by 6% overall 
  Reduced Drop out Rate by 9% 
  Increase first time pass rate by 30% on GHSGT 
  Middle School removed from Needs Improvement List 
  GSSA Board Member 
  Consortium Board Member 
 
  Savannah Chatham County Public Schools, ’01- ‘05 
  Associate Superintendent of Accountability and Assessment 
  Standards & Grading Committee Member State Department 
  Student Information System Advisory Committee Member State Department 
  College Board Partnership Created in Savannah 
  Largest percentile increases on a Norm Reference Test in history of the district 



 Duval County Public Schools 
  Alden Road Exceptional Student Center, Principal, ‘96- ‘01 
  Palm Avenue Exceptional Student Center, Principal, ’97- ‘99 
  Terry Parker High School, Assistant Principal, ’92- ‘96 
  Alden Road Exceptional Student Center, Printing Instructor, ’88- ‘92 
  Arlington Junior High School, Metals Instructor, ’86- ‘88 
 
Education Nova Southeastern University, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33329 
  Ed. D. Educational Leadership: K-12 
 
  Jacksonville University, Jacksonville, FL 32211 
  M.A.T. Educational Leadership: Curriculum Concentration 
 
  Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL 61920 
  B. S. Technology Education with Teaching Certification 
 
  Limestone High School, Bartonville, IL 61607 
 
Community Parent University 
Involvement Rotarian, Fellowship Committee 
  Adult Sunday School Instructor 
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4/26/24

To whom it may concern,

Please accept this letter of recommendation for Dr. Samuel Light for Superintendent of Schools. Dr. Light has been the 
Superintendent of Lincoln County Schools, Lincolnton, GA since 2015. He was formerly Superintendent of the Illini 
Bluffs Community Unit School District no. 327 in Glasford, Ill., Superintendent of Elbert County Schools, Elberton, GA., 
and was the Associate Superintendent for Savannah Chatham County Public Schools. Dr, Light’s varied leadership 
experience and training as a principal and an assistant principal at several schools in the Duval County Public School 
System in Jacksonville, Fl., and educational background  in Technology Leadership has allowed him to lead Lincoln 
County to maintain high student achievement and build positive relationships with community and workforce 
development to support the advancement of students. This varied experience makes him uniquely qualified to lead your 
school system and to continue to make student achievement and academic excellence a priority for student success. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Light, Lincoln County Schools has achieved grade level reading above the state average with 
more than 50% of 3rd -8th graders scoring at or above grade level in reading on the Georgia Milestones State Assessments. 
42% of seniors earned accelerated learning credits and the district has a 92% graduation rate.  In 2020, 45% of graduates 
enrolled in colleges, and by 2021 college enrollment increased to 66%. With an emphasis on excellence in education, 
Lincoln County High School was recently named Title I Reward School. Dr. Light has identified excellent district and 
school level leaders who lead with intention and purpose to support student success across the district. Excellence is his 
core belief and will guide his work with your students, teachers and leaders if he is selected as your Superintendent. 

Dr. Light is a valued member of the CSRA RESA Board of Control, serving as a past Board Chair, and currently chairing 
the Personnel Committee. CSRA RESA is one of 16 Regional Educational Service Agencies serving the East Region of 
Georgia where Lincoln County is a located. Dr. Light serves as a mentor for our newest superintendents and represents 
our RESA on the State level to ensure legislation and governmental responsibility to schools. Dr. Light is knowledgeable 
about school law, and other business acumen, which supports his fellow Superintendents and our agency with his 
expertise in educational policy and procedures. More importantly, Dr. Light is a man of integrity, holding himself to a 
high standard of excellence. He is a man of faith, giving of his time and resources to serve his local church, and to 
missions to serve others in foreign counties. He is man with a good sense of humor, bringing a smile to others around 
him. It is my great privilege to recommend Dr. Samuel Light to serve as your Superintendent in your school system. He 
has served Lincoln County and the CSRA well and will do the same to increase student achievement and successful 
outcomes for students and families in your school system.

If I can be of further assistance please contact me at 803-215-7868.  

Sincerely,

Dr. Debbie Alexander
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