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Elementary School Grades Model  
(A maximum of 7 components) 

English/ 
Language Arts Mathematics Science 

Achievement 
(0% to 100%) 

Achievement 
(0% to 100%) 

Achievement  
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains  
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains  
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains of the Low 
25% 

(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains of the Low 
25% 

(0% to 100%) 

• The school grade is based on the percentage of total points earned, and schools are 
graded based only on the components for which they have sufficient data 
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Middle School Grades Model 
(A maximum of 9 components) 

English/ 
Language Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies 

(Civics EOC) 
Acceleration 

Success 

Achievement 
(0% to 100%) 

Achievement 
(0% to 100%) 

Achievement  
(0%to 100%) 

Achievement 
 (0% to 100%) 

Percentage of 
students who 
pass H.S. EOCs 
and industry 
certifications 
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains  
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains  
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains 
of the Low 25% 

(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains 
of the Low 25% 

(0% to 100%) 

• The school grade based on the percentage of total points earned, and schools are 
graded based only on the components for which they have sufficient data 
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High School Grades Model 
English/ 

Language Arts 
Mathematics 

(EOCs) 
Science 

(Biology 1 EOC) 
Social Studies 
(US History EOC) 

Acceleration 
Success 

Achievement 
(0% to 100%) 

Achievement 
(0% to 100%) 

Achievement  
(0% to 100%) 

Achievement 
(0% to 100%) 

Percent of 
students 

eligible to earn 
college credit 

through AP, IB, 
AICE, dual 

enrollment or 
earning an 

industry 
certification 

(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains  
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains  
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains 
of the  

Low 25% 
(0% to 100%) 

Learning Gains 
of the  

Low 25% 
(0% to 100%) 
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Graduation 
Rate 

Overall,  
4-year 

Graduation 
Rate  

(0% to 100%) 
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For the Purposes of School Grades,  
How Does a Student Demonstrate a Learning Gain? 

• In the old model, by one of three ways: 
• Improve one or more achievement levels from one year to the 

next (e.g., move from Level 1 to Level 2; Level 2 to Level 4, etc.);  
• Maintain a Level 3, Level 4, or Level 5 from one year to the 

next; or 
• For students who remain in Level 1 or Level 2 from one year to 

the next, demonstrate a year’s worth of growth in a year’s 
worth of time 

• The new statutory framework (SB 1642, 2014 Legislative 
Session) requires the revision of the two ways highlighted 
in bold above 

• Note: Learning Gains will not be incorporated in School 
Grades until 2015-16 when two years of FSA data are 
available 
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Level 3 

Level 3 

Level 3 
Level 3 

Level 3 

Level 3 
Level 3 

Level 3 

Level 2  

Level 2  

Level 2  

Level 2  
Level 2  

Level 2  
Level 2  

Level 2  
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A year's worth of growth in a year's worth of time, as 
previously defined, never guaranteed that a student would 
ever reach grade-level performance, even though a learning 
gain was made each year.  

The line above represents a student who scored in the middle of Level 
1 as a third grader in reading, and made the minimum required 
learning gain each year thereafter.  As you can see, the student never 
even reaches Level 2, let alone grade level performance (Level 3). 
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Level 3 

Level 3 

Level 3 
Level 3 

Level 3 

Level 3 
Level 3 

Level 3 

Level 2  

Level 2  

Level 2  

Level 2  
Level 2  
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Law now requires that when calculating Learning Gains, the 
State Board of Education require that learning growth 
toward achievement levels 3, 4, and 5 is demonstrated by 
students who scored below each of those levels in the prior 
year (Section 1008.34(3)(b), F.S.).  

The line above represents a student growth pattern – and possible methodology 
– that would be consistent with the statutory framework.  As you can see, the 
student who in reading scored in the middle of Level 1 as a third grader, makes 
progress each year toward the next higher achievement level, reaching grade 
level performance (Level 3) in four years. 
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Potential Learning Gains Method for the  
New School Grades Model  

• For students scoring less than Level 3 
• Split Level 1 in 3 sections and Level 2 in 2 sections.  
• A student that starts as a low Level 1 and makes a Learning 

Gain each year would reach Level 3 in 5 years. 
 
 
 

• For students whose score remains at Level 3 or 
Level 4 from one year to the next 

• Require that the student improve his/her position within the 
level in order to demonstrate a learning gain, in order to 
show progress toward the next level  
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Low 
Level 1 

Mid 
Level 1 

High 
Level 1 

Low 
Level 2 

High 
level 2 

Level 3 
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Score Ranges for Each Achievement Level 
Subcategory 
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Score Ranges for Each Achievement Level 
Subcategory 
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Learning Gains of the Lowest 25% 
• Calculated for both English Language Arts and 

Mathematics 
• Applies the same learning gains methodology to 

the lowest performing 25% of students 
• Determining the lowest performing 25% of 

students  
• Uses the performance of students in the prior year 

calculated at each grade level to identify the lowest 
performing 25% of students 
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Middle School Acceleration 
• The percentage of eligible students who passed one or more 

high school level statewide, standardized end-of-course 
(EOC) assessments or attained industry certifications 
identified in the industry certification funding list 

• Calculated for all schools that include grades 6, 7, and 8 or 
grades 7 and 8 

• Eligible students include full-year-enrolled students, who 
are current year grade 8 students who scored at or above 
Achievement Level 3 on the Mathematics or English 
language arts statewide assessments in the prior year, or are 
full-year-enrolled students in grades 6, 7, or 8 that took high 
school level EOC assessments or industry certifications 

• A student is included in the calculation no more than once 
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College and Career Acceleration 
• Cohort-based calculation using the graduates from 

the graduation rate calculation as the denominator 
• The percentage of graduates who, while in high 

school:  
• Were eligible to earn college credit through AP, IB, or 

AICE examinations 
• Earned a C or better in dual enrollment 
• Earned a CAPE industry certification  
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Graduation Rate 
• The most recent 4 year cohort graduation rate 

measured according to 34 § CFR 200.19 
• Calculated for all schools that include grades 9 to 

12, grades 10 to 12, and grades 11 and 12  
• Also calculated for combination schools that 

include these grade levels 
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• The school’s grade is determined by  
• Summing the points earned for each component (each 

component is worth 100 points) and dividing by the sum of 
total points available for all components with sufficient data 

• The percentage resulting is the percentage of points the 
school earned from all applicable components 

Calculating the School Grade 

15 

Percentage of the Points Needed 
for a School Grade 

A 62% 

B 54% - 61% 

C 41% - 53% 

D 32% - 40% 

F Below 32% 
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